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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

Chairman Charters called the Committee of the Whole meeting of the Natural Resources 
Commission (NRC) to order at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 12, 2004.  The Committee of the 
Whole is a working session of the NRC. 
 
 
NRC Meeting Schedule 
 
Chairman Charters noted that, upon concurrence by the NRC, future meetings of the NRC will 
be held to one day with the option of carrying the meeting over a second day if necessary.  The 
NRC concurred with this change.   
 
Smokey Bear’s 60th Birthday Celebration 
 
Don Johnson, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division, introduced Smokey Bear and 
noted that it is Smokey’s 60th Birthday and is still an active symbol for fire prevention education.  
Created in 1944, the Smokey Bear campaign is the longest running public service campaign in 
history. Smokey's first forest fire prevention message remained unchanged for 50 years until April 
2001, when the Ad Council updated his message to address the increasing number of wildfires in 
the nation's wild lands. As one of the world's most recognizable fictional characters, Smokey's 
image is protected by US Federal Law and is administered by the USDA Forest Service, the 
National Association of State Foresters and the Ad Council. 
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Consumer Protection Bureau, Office of the Attorney General 
 
Chairman Charters and the NRC congratulated Mike Leffler who has been promoted to hold 
the position of Chief of the Consumer Protection Bureau, Department of the Attorney General.   
 
DNR Organization 
 
Director Humphries announced the following changes to the Department structure: 
 

•  Creation of the Office of Communications:  Combines the Office of Education and 
Outreach, the Press Secretary, and Legal Services.  Patricia Stewart has been named 
to head this new office and will serve as Chief Communications Officer beginning 
August 30; 

•  Rodney Stokes will become the new Legislative Liaison beginning September 7; 
•  Dennis Knapp will move into a policy position in Wildlife and Law Divisions. 

 
Kiosk Pilot Program Update 
 
Sharon Maynard, Manager, Bill Pemble and Fran Heffron, Contracts and Customer 
Systems Section, presented an update on the Kiosk Pilot Program.  In January of 2003, 
Governor Granholm identified the distribution of DNR licenses via a kiosk system as part of her 
100-day agenda.  The DNR was successful in producing a pilot kiosk program by April 15, 2003 
at five locations:  Meijer in Okemos and Jackson, Dunham’s in Waterford, and DNR Operations 
Service Centers in Gaylord and Marquette.  The Pilot program will continue through September 
2004.  It is estimated that approximately 9,000 kiosk licenses will be sold during the pilot period  
at the six sites making the total price per license approximately $64.50 versus $1.42 per 
transaction for licenses sold via Point of Sale (POS).  This amount is obviously high, but broader 
distribution of kiosks and shared costs amongst multiple departments would decrease the per 
license cost.   
 
Customers who used the kiosks generally found them a convenient alternative to counter service 
and most said they would use them again.  The end product from the kiosk and the POS were 
exactly the same.  Before embarking on an expanded use of kiosks, consideration regarding cost 
management (maintenance and commissions), location and consumer enhancements must be 
weighed to evaluate the benefits the kiosk system would offer.   
 
Ms. Maynard also noted that the State has begun evaluating an Enterprise-wide kiosk system 
which has the potential to address the needs of the Department at a lower cost.  The Michigan 
Department of State (DOS) is perusing 25-30 kiosks located in the foyers of their branch offices.  
It is anticipated that the DNR will know the cost to participate in this project by August.  
Implementation of the DOS project is scheduled for around December 2004. 
 
Staff recommends terminating the pilot on September 30, 2004 and continuing the evaluation of 
the Enterprise kiosk opportunity. 
 
Chairman Charters applauded the efforts of Ms. Maynard and her staff for making attempts to 
better serve the public.  Commissioner Garner thanked Ms. Maynard, Bill Pemble, and Fran 
Heffron for their service and work on these and many other issues.     
 
Harvest Information Program (HIP) 
 
Law Division Acting Chief Alan Marble, stated that anyone planning to hunt any migratory birds 
(ducks, geese, woodcock, snipe, rails, etc.) in Michigan this fall, must have a HIP endorsement 
printed on their small game license.  The endorsement is automatically included with the 
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purchase of every waterfowl license.  The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has indicated its intent 
to enforce this requirement throughout all 50 states, and those hunting without it can be fined. 
 
The HIP survey is important to state and federal efforts to manage migratory birds at no cost to 
the hunter.  If the license dealer fails to ask the HIP question, hunters can: ask the agent to 
reissue the license; take the HIP survey on the DNR e-license website; or visit any DNR 
Operations Service Center.  Discussion ensued on the HIP endorsement process.  It is important 
for participation.  Word must be spread about the importance of this program.     
 
The Committee of the Whole meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 

Chairman Charters called the regular meeting of the Natural Resources Commission (NRC) to 
order at 4:15 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
 
Steve Wyckoff, Citizens Waterfowl Advisory Committee, supports Option 1 of the proposed 
Waterfowl and Other Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations 2004-2005 and stated it was a 
consensus vote of the Committee to support this Option.  Commissioners thanked the Committee 
for a job well done.   
 
John Stears, Kalamazoo, believes that all ORV trail users need to come together on trail usage 
issues.  He also expressed concern with the membership on the ORV Advisory Committee.   
 
Joyce Janicki, St. Clair Shores, opposes the establishment of a Michigan mourning dove hunt 
because she does not believe hunters should shoot a native bird.   
 

* * * 
 
SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL – AWARDS PRESENTATIONS 
 
Chairman Charters noted that annually, Safari Club International has provided incentives to 
encourage the early reporting of hunter harvest.  A mail survey is sent out, and those who 
respond within two weeks of receipt are entered into a drawing.  Chairman Charters introduced 
Bruce Eavenson, Chairman of the Michigan Involvement Committee of the Safari Clubs of 
Michigan who presented the Conservation Office of the Year Award, the Biologist of the Year 
Award, and the survey drawing winners of the rifle, muzzleloader and bow.   
 
Conservation Office of the Year Award 
 
David Purol, Law Enforcement Division, was chosen by the Michigan Involvement Committee 
as Michigan’s Conservation Officer of the Year.  Purol has been a part of DNR’s law enforcement 
programs since 1977.  He was a key player in many major program changes in advancements 
over the past 25 years.  Most recently, Dave has been deemed the “go-to-person” for order 
development and drafting to ensure proposed regulatory changes do not conflict with existing 
laws, are within the scope of delegated authority, and are enforceable.  Dave introduced his wife, 
Laura, and his son Tim, and stated that he loves his job and has always enjoyed his work.  Dave 
intends to retire soon.  Chairman Charters said this award was a great tribute to Dave and 
congratulated and thanked him for his work over the past many years.  Commissioner Garner 
said he will be sad to see Dave retire.      
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Biologist of the Year Award 
 
Glen Mathews, Wildlife Management Unit Supervisor, Gaylord, Wildlife Division, is the 
recipient of the Michigan Involvement Committee of Safari Club International Biologist of the Year 
Award.  As a Wildlife Biologist and Supervisor since 1977, Glen has contributed substantially to 
wildlife management in the Northeastern Lower Peninsula and statewide.  Glen’s involvement in 
bovine TB issues, Pigeon River Country Forest management, and Kirtland’s Warbler 
management has benefited the people of Michigan.  Glen introduced his wife, Diane, and said he 
was motivated every day at work by employees and the public, and said it is a privilege to work in 
this capacity. 
 
Michigan DNR Hunter Survey Drawing Award Recipients 
 
Chris Hancock won the Muzzleloader 
Chris Gilbert won the Bow 
Frederick Rose won the Rifle 
 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES continued 
 
Rich Rondeau, Michigan ATV Association, Carla Wiborn, Gerald Ockert, and Steve 
Schuman discussed ORV training.  Mr. Rondeau believes that practice and instruction on the 
operation of an ORV for purposes of developing skills is of utmost importance.  Dr. Jerry Ockert 
discussed his theory of how one learns – by experience and from others.  Active participation 
during the learning process is necessary to develop motor skills.  Mr. Rondeau stated that the 
DNR is operating education without modeling and practice.  Carla Wiborn, parent of a training 
recipient, stated that, as citizens, ORV operators should look for ways to make the sport safer 
and that there is no substitution for hands-on training.  Steve Schuman believes his ORV 
accident, where he crashed into a tree, was caused by no hands-on training and not knowing how 
to react under certain circumstances.     
 
Mr. Rondeau believes the DNR is out of compliance with the rules for proper ORV training.  He is 
an ORV safety instructor and provides hands-on training.     
 
Alan Marble, Acting Law Enforcement Division Chief, questioned the status of ORV training 
rules and also stated it is difficult to get kids and their parents to commit to two full days of ORV 
Safety Education classes.   
 
Sandy Rowland, Great Lakes Regional Office, Humane Society of the United States, 
encouraged the NRC to halt any plans to establish a dove hunting season.  She noted that there 
is a petition being established to put this issue on the November 2005 ballot.    
 
Mark Steinke, Johnson Sporting Goods, supports a statewide dove hunting season and said 
doves are very edible.   
 
Judy Brock, representing her husband and nieces, strongly opposed dove hunting.  She stated 
that she is not “anti-hunting.”   
 
Beatrice Friedlander, Canton, opposes a dove hunting season and recommended that no 
hunting season be set until voters have the opportunity to decide.  She said that the dove is a 
symbol of peace.   
 
Jim Schafer, Michigan Legislative Sportsman’s Foundation, encouraged the NRC to consider 
the following: open the dove hunting season in as broad a geographic area as possible, to give as 
many sportsmen and women the opportunity to enjoy mourning dove hunting; begin the season in 
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2005 and beyond on September 1; resist requiring non-toxic shot use in any areas where 
mourning dove hunting is permitted; encourage the planning of food plots on public land in the 
areas open to mourning dove hunting; encourage programs that would pay private individuals to 
plant food plots and increase the habitat available for dove to nest; and make it easy for youth 
hunters to participate in mourning dove hunting in Michigan by giving special consideration for 
certain managed dove areas to those hunting with kids.   
 
Mr. Schafer presented Representative Susan Tabor a mourning dove framed print, 
acknowledging her for her success in getting the dove deemed a game bird.     
 
Mr. Schafer supports using lead shot versus non-toxic shot allowing limited income hunters to 
participate.   
 
Chuck Riley, Ruffed Grouse Society, supports the proposed regulations for dove hunting.  The 
Society believes that dove hunting provides an additional opportunity for youth to hunt.  They 
requested, however, that the proposed hunting boundary be moved north allowing more of 
Michigan to be open to dove hunting.   
 
Sam Washington, MUCC, recommended the NRC send a letter of support to the Legislature 
expressing its support for HB 5870 and HJR Z, Legislation protecting DNR’s restricted funds and 
maintaining their designated purposes.   
 
Mr. Washington does not believe it is morally wrong to hunt mourning doves.  Commissioner 
Brown questioned when MUCC will discuss the use of lead shot.  Mr. Washington responded 
that studies will soon be presented indicating that lead can be toxic, but for general hunting use, 
lead should not be considered a toxin.  Discussion ensued.     
 
Brian Yinger, ATV Instructor, believes that the lack of hands-on ATV operation training is the 
cause of accidents and believes that should be included in all ATV training classes. 
 
Robert Walker, United Sportsman’s Alliance, believes that the 66 percent approval minimum 
for mandatory quality deer management should remain.     
 
Scott Hudson, Waterford Township, commented on the proposed Director’s Action item, Parks 
and Recreation Land Exchange, Pontiac Lake Recreation Area – Oakland County, Land 
Transaction Case #20020211.  He expressed concern that if this exchange was approved that 
Oakland County would expand the County airport, and said he does not believe that is necessary.  
He asked that consideration be given to the master plans for Oakland County and Waterford 
Township, when decision-making. 
 
Rebecca Bechler, Merit Energy, expressed appreciation for staff efforts and supports the 
proposed Commission Action Item relative to Pigeon River Country State Forest Oil and Gas 
Operations.   
 
James Bull, Detroit Audubon Society, opposed the Legislation making the mourning dove a 
game bird, and opposes mourning dove hunting.  The Society requested that:  there be a 
requirement for the use of non-toxic shot and prohibiting the use of lead shot for mourning dove 
hunting; and postpone the first mourning dove hunt until September 2005 and preferably until 
2007 suggesting that a baseline study of the  dove population be done prior to approving a 
hunting season, and postpone hunting until the issue has a chance to be on a ballot.     
 
Carl Manning, Ottawa County, opposes dove hunting.  He believes the dove population is 
declining due to the use of lead shot.  
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Judy Manning, Holland, opposes dove hunting and believes the science exists that lead is toxic 
in the environment. 
 
Sunday Harvie, Oakland County, opposes dove hunting.   
 
Bill Gilbert, Michigan ATV Safety Association, supports hands-on ATV training and believes 
the rules state an individual should have not less than seven hours of training prior to permit 
issuance. 
 
Fred Tyszka, Friends of Pontiac Lake Recreation Area, commented on the proposed 
Director’s Action item, Parks and Recreation Land Exchange, Pontiac Lake Recreation Area – 
Oakland County, Land Transaction Case #20020211.  He believes that, if this exchange is 
granted, it would remove easily accessible hunting lands from the disabled and older hunters and 
also allow for airport expansion and growth.  He is opposed to this exchange.    
 
Elden Montross, Waterford, suggested that, if the Director’s Action item, Parks and Recreation 
Land Exchange, Pontiac Lake Recreation Area – Oakland County, Land Transaction Case 
#20020211 occurs, make sure that the land we obtain adds to the recreation area.   
 
David Freed, Chief, Office of Land and Facilities, commented that the DNR is considering 
acquiring other priority acreage in Oakland County and the surrounding area and that acreage 
obtained will exceed that given up.  The DNR is required by the Federal government to provide 
replacement lands of equal or greater natural resources and recreational value.     
 
Al Stinson, DVM, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, supports Legislation for adding the 
mourning dove to the list of game birds, and supports a dove hunting season.   
 
Mary Beth Pritschet, Allegan County, opposes dove hunting.  She believes that the dove 
population is already stressed by natural predators.   
 
David Coy, Cheboygan Township, supports a statewide mourning dove hunting season rather 
than the proposed areas of southeast Michigan.  He believes the population loss to hunting can 
be offset by habitat development.   
 
Becky Brown, Charlotte, encouraged the NRC to expand the proposed dove hunting area so, if 
approved, she could be able to hunt on her own land.   
 
Julie Baker, Lansing, opposes dove hunting and requested that action be postponed until the 
issue is put on a ballot for a vote.   
 
Clint Thomas, Lansing, supports statewide dove hunting on public land.  
 

* * * 
The public appearance portion of the meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. and the Regular Meeting of 
the NRC immediately convened. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Rebecca Humphries, Director, reported: 

•  Interviews will be held soon for the Chief’s position for  Law Enforcement Division; 
•  Jim Foote, former DNR wildlife biologist and artist passed away this week;   
•  Andy Amand’s wife passed away.  Andy is a retired DNR wildlife biologist; 
•  The Director, Resource Deputy Koch and Chief of Staff Dennis Fox have been doing 

DNR field office visits and intend to do more.   
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POLICY COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife Issues 
 
Commissioner Garner (Committee Chair), reported that the NRC Policy Committee on Wildlife 
Issues met on Thursday, August 12 at 1:00 p.m. in Lansing.  Commissioners Garner and Hall 
were present for the Committee.  Chairman Charters, and Commissioners Brown, Wheatlake and 
Madigan were also present.  Items of discussion were:  Proposed Waterfowl Regulations, 
Proposed Dove Hunting Regulations, and privately-owned Cervid Update.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JULY 8-9, 2004 NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION MEETING 
 
Commissioner Garner made a motion, supported by Commissioner Madigan, for approval.  
Motion unanimously carried.   
 
2005 NRC MEETING DATES  
 
Commissioner Brown made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hall, for approval of 
the following dates for the 2005 Natural Resources Commission meetings: 
 
January 6 
February 3 
March 3 
April 7 
May 5 
June 2 
July 7 
August 11 
September 8 
October 6 
November 3 
December 1 
 
**The NRC reserves the right to continue meetings on the next day as needed. 
 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
PIGEON RIVER COUNTRY STATE FOREST OIL AND GAS OPERATIONS 
 
Commissioner Garner made a motion, supported by Commissioner Brown, for approval to 
approve Merit Energy as Unit Operator for oil and gas production in the Pigeon River 
Country State Forest and the Director to assign SWEPI LP leases and transfer easements 
to Merit Energy. 
 
Mindy Koch distributed a copy of the Pigeon River Country State Forest Successor Unit 
Operator Agreement.  Lynne Boyd, Acting Division Chief, Forest, Mineral and Fire 
Management Division, provided a summary of requirements and specific details of the 
Agreement.  She noted that a majority of the recommendations of the Pigeon River Advisory 
Committee have been incorporated into this agreement.   
 
Motion unanimously carried. 
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WATERFOWL AND OTHER MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING REGULATIONS FOR 2004-2005, 
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ORDER AMENDMENT NO. 13 OF 2004   
 
Commissioner Garner made a motion, supported by Commissioner Hall, for approval of 
Option 1.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL DEER FEEDING IN THE UPPER PENINSULA, WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
ORDER AMENDMENT NO. 14 OF 2004 
 
Commissioner Garner made a motion, supported by Commissioner Madigan, for approval.  
Motion unanimously carried.   
 
FINAL REVIEW OF DIRECTOR’S DECISION – NATURAL RIVERS PETITION OF JAMES E. 
FISCHER, FILE NO. A02-21V 
 
Commissioner Madigan made a motion, supported by Commissioner Brown, as follows:  
Upon review of the administrative record, I move that the NRC UPHOLD the Director’s 
Decision to deny James E. Fischer a variance under Part 305, Natural Rivers, of the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act.  Motion unanimously carried.     
 
DIRECTOR’S ACTION ITEMS 
 
Director Humphries stated her intent to approve all Director’s Action Items on the agenda.     
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Garner received several phone calls and letters relative to DNR issues; fished; 
hunted; and farmed. 
 
Commissioner Wheatlake vacationed on the Great Lakes and the North Channel; and received 
several phone calls and letters relative to DNR issues.  He noted that there will be an NRC Policy 
Committee on Finance and Administration meeting on September 9, 2004. 
 
Commissioner Hall thanked Commissioners and Staff for their donations, flowers and sympathy 
cards following his Father’s death.  He also spent three weeks vacationing on the west coast. 
 
NRC SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION PROTECTING RESTRICTED FUNDS 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion, supported by Commissioner Wheatlake, expressing 
support for HJR Z and House Bill 5870, addressing protection of DNR’s restricted funds, 
and requested that a letter be sent to Senator Sikkema expressing that support.  Motion 
unanimously carried. 
 

* * * 
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS (continued) 
 
Commissioner Madigan received calls and letters relative to DNR issues; and announced that a 
meeting of the NRC’s UP Habitat Work Group will be held on August 21, 2004 in Munising.     
 
Chairman Charters received several calls and letters relative to DNR issues; met with Turtle 
Lake members and noted that there did not appear to be wildlife barriers on the property; visited 
and toured the Platte Lake Fish Hatchery; golfed and fished.   
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NRC POLICY COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, INFORMATION, MARKETING AND 
EDUCATION (TIME) MEETING REPORT 
 
Commissioner Brown (Committee Chair) reported that the NRC Policy Committee on TIME 
met on Thursday, August 12, 2004 at 12:00 noon.  Commissioner Garner was also present for 
the Committee.  Topics of discussion included:  DNR’s electronic newsletter that will be available 
in spring of 2005; and the State Park Explorer Program.  
 

* * * 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   


